ST Andrew’s Primary School Travel Plan - January 2006 

To be incorporated within the school improvement plan

Head teacher – Mr S Williams

(DfES number 835/3058)

THE SCHOOL 

St Andrew's Church of England Primary School is located in the rural Dorset village of Yetminster. The school is a voluntary controlled primary in the Sherborne education pyramid which educates pupils in the age range four to eleven, from reception through to year six.  The school roll in 2006 is 171 pupils with one class per year group. The school opening time is 8.45am and the school closing time is 3.15pm. The school is accessed by pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles from Stonyacres, where a school road and path leads to the school entrance. The school has excellent resources to offer pupils such as an ICT suite, large gym and swimming pool. There are lots of school clubs and activities such as football, net ball, school band and choirs, chess at lunchtimes, after school art club, dance, gardening, computer and running clubs. In 2005 the school was given Investor in People status and was awarded the silver Arts Mark Award from the Arts Council.
During the Autumn Term 2004 the school established a School Council designed to create a regular opportunity for the children of the school to play their part in discussing issues important to them. Two pupils from each class are elected members of the School Council. There is an active Parent Teachers Association, which meets regularly.

There is a school car park in front of the school where staff, visitors, and some parents can park their vehicles. Three cycle stands are also provided. Two large school buses, a minibus and taxi deliver and collect some of the school pupils each day. A hatched area of the school car park is reserved for the use of the school buses and taxis.

In March 2004, Ofsted praised the ' innovative curriculum and very good enrichment opportunities which have impacted strongly on pupils' very good creative development ' and the ' Good talented teaching and strong commitment of all staff, including teaching assistants, which have raised standards and ensured the very good attitudes of pupils, very good relationships, behaviour, and provision for special educational needs' .
Approximately twenty five percent of school pupils live in Yetminster, many pupils come from the outlying villages such as Ryme Intrinseca, Chetnole, Leigh, Melbury Osmond, Batcombe, Hermitage and Hillfield. 

TRAVEL ISSUES FACED BY SCHOOL

In the parent travel survey concern was raised by the parents that crossing Thornford Road was difficult due to the speed of traffic on the road. Thornford Road has a speed limit of 30 mph near the school. There hundred metres from the school the speed limit changes to the national speed limit and some speed reduction measures have been installed with yellow bands and ‘slow’ painted on the road. Some parents feel that these measures do not slow down speeding traffic enough. There are no street lights in Yetminster village.

Some parents advised that crossing Church Road can be difficult especially with parked cars limiting visibility. Some parents also advised that nettles could be cut down more regularly on the footpath and more effort should be made by residents to clear up dogs’ mess.

At the end of 2005 there was a growing concern on the part of school staff and many parents that an increasing number of parents were parking on the hatched areas when coming to school in the morning. This caused congestion and difficulty for other vehicles, particularly buses, but more importantly, created a potential hazard for the large number of children entering school at this time. A parent newsletter was issued asking parents to avoid leaving their car on these areas and the situation has improved. 
At school closing time there is reserved parking for school buses in the school car park. Children who travel to and from school by bus are allowed to leave school first. 

A school gate consultation with parents on travel to school issues was organised by school travel plan co-ordinator Paul Cooper on the 18th January 2006.
OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN 

1. Sustainable travel to school aims

To develop and adopt a School Travel Plan (STP) to increase walking, cycling and car sharing to school by the school community and to help reduce parent and pupil car trips to school.

See development tasks 4,5,6,7,8,10,11,12,13,17,

2. A healthy lifestyle for the school community

By encouraging and educating children, parents and staff to become more active, it is hoped that the whole school community will benefit from a healthier lifestyle. The action and ownership of an STP by the school community will promote physical activity and help ease congestion and pollution around the schools grounds. 

See development tasks 4,5,6,7,8,12,14,16,

3. Consultation with the school community

The school supports the development of an STP, as it demonstrates a commitment to consultation and a partnership approach with the whole school community and the local authority. Ofsted has launched a new self-evaluation process, and within this new framework, the five outcomes in Every Child Matters’ (Children’s Act) will need to be taken into account. These are; be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution, and achieve economic well being. Consultation with pupils and parents is needed to support these new aims. 

See development tasks 1,2,3,4,

4. To bid for a STP capital grants

The Department for Education and Skills (DfES) instruction, detailed in the September 2003 “Travelling to School: A Good Practice Guide” stated that all schools in England should have a travel plan by March 2010. To support this aim, it was announced that schools with agreed school travel plans that meet the national criteria should be eligible to apply for a school travel plan capital grant in the region of £3,750 plus £5.00 per pupil for Primary schools.  The St Andrew’s Primary School community wishes to develop an agreed school travel plan that meets the DfES criteria so that an application can be made for this grant. The grant can be used for school site measures, which will encourage more pupils to walk and cycle and less car use on journeys to and from school.  Examples of how the funding might be used are, cycle shelters, lockers, shower facilities, or covered waiting areas for pupils and parents.

See development task 19
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Review of School Travel Plan 

1.The next school travel plan review is to be held on : April 2007
2.The review of the school travel plan is to be led by the head teacher and aided by the school travel adviser. 

3.New pupil ‘hands up’ or ‘Sims’ travel to school data will be gathered each year. Development tasks and targets in the travel plan are to be updated.

4.The travel plan review will consider pupil travel needs and the school travel plan will be amended and updated to take account of any changes arising from new developments in education and transport provision.

5. The next school travel survey to be arranged by the head teacher in :  March  2008

Summary of School Council / pupil consultation opinions 

The school council is made up of two representatives from each of seven classes. The pupils of the school council have discussed the plan at their meeting in March 2006 and are aware of its content. A recent questionnaire to all pupils did not raise any significant travel issues whilst bus monitors from Class 6 report positive support for their bus services. There are six school bus monitors, two for each school bus.  The school travel plan was also shared and discussed with classes five and six  led by the head teacher. The children were most interested in cycling issues and in promoting walking to school. 

Summary of parent (PTA) consultation 

The Travel Plan has been made available to all parents for six weeks upon enquiry from the School Office. The parents were surveyed in a school travel survey in January 2006 and a summary of comments was compiled. The parents have supported the school travel plan and there have been no further comments. The PTA also discussed the school travel plan and were happy with the range of objectives listed.

Summary of staff consultation 

The staff has viewed the travel plan at two staff meetings in February and March 2006. The staff were most interested in issues relating to the numbers of cars parked on the school site and in the provision of more facilities to support walking parents and children. Some staff did point out that many of them have to travel to school over long distances. No further issues were raised and staff support the school travel plan..

Summary of school governor consultation 

Full governor consultation took place in their second termly meeting March 23rd 2006. All keys points were discussed and they were happy for the plan to be signed off by Jeremy Cozens, Chairman. The school governors were interested in the inter agency working between the school and the Parish Council. The governors were also concerned about the issue of speeding traffic on Thornford Road, this has been considered for some time and is an ongoing issue for the school governors.    
School Parent/Pupil Travel Survey  

A travel survey of parents and pupils was organised and completed in January 2006 using a travel plan questionnaire. A summary of parent and pupil views is attached as an appendix at the back of this travel plan.

MAIN TARGETS


MAIN  TARGETS
TARGET

DATE
ONGOING PROGRESS

1.
To reduce the percentage of pupils travelling to and from school by car by 3.5% from 39.5% to 36% 
January 2008
In January 2006 the percentage of pupils travelling to school by car was 39.5% and the percentage car sharing was 2.3%.



2.
To increase the percentage of pupils walking to and from school by 3.5% from 18.6% to 22%


January 2008
In January 2006 the percentage of pupils walking to school was 18.6%.

3.
To increase the percentage of pupils cycling to school accompanied by their parents from 0 to 2%. This is a Summer term target only. 


January 2008
In January 2006 no pupils were recorded as cycling to school.

With the rural nature of the school, cycling to school is the parents’ choice.

4.
To maintain the number of pupils travelling to school by bus at over 30%   

This target is dependent on the number of pupils living in the rural school catchment area. 
January 2008
In January 2006 the percentage of pupils travelling to school by bus was 39.5%

5.
To aim for 100% of children wearing seatbelts or child restraints in parents’ cars on the journey to and from School. 


Ongoing
This is the parent’s contribution to the school travel plan.

Note 25% of pupils live within Yetminster village

The school travel plan targets help to contribute to the Dorset County Council long term 2006 to 2010 Local Transport Plan objectives and targets, for a 1% increase in pupil walking to school and a 1% increase in pupil cycling to Dorset’s schools. 

SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN DEVELOPMENT TASKS

Development tasks are specific actions or proposed measures along the way, which will help us to accomplish the main targets.


DEVELOPMENT TASKS
LEAD
TARGET DATE
ON GOING PROGRESS
ACTION BY

1.
To draw up a draft school travel plan.

To seek the approval of the school governors.

The agreed school travel plan to become part of the school improvement plan.
Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
January 2006

To be concluded  by March 
A draft school travel plan to be drawn up and agreed by 31st March 2006. 

.
Mr S Williams 

School governors

2.
To survey school parents on travel to school and road safety issues.


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams

Achieved. 

A parent school travel survey was organised in January 2006 and an A4 summary of the main results produced and circulated.


3
To consult on the school travel plan with school staff, school council and school parents
Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
January 2006 to march 2006

school staff school council  school parents



4.
To promote long term walking to and from school by pupils and parents.


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
May 2006
To consider introducing long term walking incentive schemes to encourage everyday walking to and from school by pupils and parents. 

To discuss long term walking schemes with the School Council and school staff. 
School council

Pupils

staff

5.
Parents to continue to make their own walk sharing arrangements with other school parents and walk each others children to school
Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
January  2006 &

ongoing

parents

6.
To continue to promote and support Walk To School campaigns twice a year


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Twice a year

May 2006 &

Oct 2006
The Summer Walk To School Week is 22nd to 26th may

The road safety team usually distributes WTSW posters and materials to schools. Pupils, parents and staff to participate
pupils, parents school staff

Road safety team

7.
To continue to support safe cycling and scootering to school by pupils 


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
All year
Three cycle stands exist at the school. 

Once children have passed the on road cycle training course, bicycles can be left on school premises.
Pupils

School parents

School staff,

8.
To advertise to pupils and parents the availability of cycle training courses at local leisure centres and at the school.


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Each term

January 2006 onwards
To display information on school notice boards and in parent newsletters 
School

Leisure centres

Pupils

parents

9.
To continue to encourage driving school parents to drive and park sensibly and considerately around the school and in the school car park


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Each term

January 2006 onwards
Via parent newsletters

Parents requested not to park on the hatching in the school car park.
School

School parents

10.
To encourage school parents to make their own car sharing arrangements on journeys to and from school


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
January 2006
To mention in parent newsletters

Parents must satisfy themselves that other school parents have the necessary car and insurance documents.
School parents

11.
To encourage school staff to make their own car sharing arrangements on journeys to and from school


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
January 2006
Car sharing leaflets will be displayed on staff notice board,

School staff can also join the DCC car share scheme details at :

www.carsharedorset.com
School staff

12.
To request driving school parents to park further away from the school gates and to walk the last part of the journey with their children.’


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Each term

January 2006 onwards
Via parent newsletters, driving parents to be encouraged to ‘park and walk’
Parents and pupils

13.
To put the main points of the school travel plan onto the school web site and in the next school prospectus.


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
July 2006



school

14.
To continue to host the Life Education van 


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Date to be arranged in 2006
The Life Education Van supports pupil’s Personal Safety and Health Education.
Head teacher

school

15
To continue pupil visits to the Street Wise safety centre


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Date to be arranged in 2006
In June 2005 pupils in year groups 2 and 5 visited the Streetwise safety centre.
Head teacher

school

16
The school community to work towards Healthy School accreditation 
Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
July 2006
Work on the Healthy Schools modules : emotional health and healthy eating has already started 
Head teacher

School community

17
School staff, parents and pupils to continue to support the environmental ethos and education at the school.


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
Each year 2006 onwards 
The school promotes environmental and health issues, and sustainable travel on school trips by using the train  
Head teacher

School community

18
The school governors to liase with Yetminster & Ryme Intrinseca Parish Council with regard to requesting Dorset County Council traffic management team to investigate the possibility of whether traffic speeds could be slowed on Thornford Road near the junction with Stoneyacres making crossing Thornford Road easier 
Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
March 2006
School governors to contact /write to Yetminster & Ryme Intrinseca Parish Council  
School governors

19
To develop a school travel plan that meets the DfES national criteria and apply for an additional school travel plan capital grant. 


Head teacher 

Mr S Williams
April 2006
Bid to be made by DCC school travel adviser on behalf of school
School/ 

DCC school travel adviser

Yetminster & Ryme Intrinseca  Parish Clerk :  Mrs C Vickers, Wriggle House, Church street, Yetminster, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 6LG

Monitoring of the school ravel plan should be continual, as this is a working document. The next review of the school travel plan will be in March 2007. Our travel plan is an active and supported plan.

Head teacher




Chair of Governors

Date






Date :

TRAVEL SURVEY DATA

Pupil ‘hands up‘ travel to school data

                                                              
                                                               Pupil Mode Of Travel

Year
Walk
Cycle
Car
Car share
School bus
Public bus
Taxi
Train
Other
total













1999
40 / 19.8%
0
69 / 34.1%

83 / 41.1%

10 /  5%


202

2001
42/  21.6%
1 / 0.5%
94 / 48.5%

52 / 26.8%

5 / 2.6%


194

Sep 2003
53 / 26.9%
0
83 / 42.1%
0
59 / 30 %
0
2 / 1.0%
0
0
197

Jan 2006
24 / 18.6%
0
51 / 39.5%
3 / 2.3%
51 / 39.5%
0
0
0
0
129

Jan 2007











PARENT AND PUPIL TRAVEL SURVEY SUMMARY 

January 2006 : 39 survey forms received that is around 25 percent of 160 school families surveyed

1. How does your child normally travel to school ?

Car
18(46%)

School bus
9(23%)

Walk
5(13%)



Walk & car
5(13%)  
School bus & car
1(2.5%)
Walk/cycle/car
1(2.5%)

2. How would your child prefer to travel to school ?

Walk
8(21%)

School bus
4(10%)

Cycle

3(8%)

Car
3(8%)


Car/Bus/walk

2(5%)

Horse

1(3%)

3. If your choice in question 2 is different from question 1, what prevents you from choosing this different method of transport to school ?

Car

It is a four mile journey, better to share transport and go by bus


1

Children would prefer the car, but too bad they must walk



1

We only use the car if going to work or it is pouring with rain



1

He would prefer to go by car but we only live 100 yards from school


1

Bus

Parent’s choice not to use the bus, he can use bus when sister is older 

1

We live too close to school to use the bus





1

We would have to pay for the bus







1

Walk

It is too far to walk to school







4

Need to get to work after dropping off at school





3

The weather










1

My child is too young to walk on her own






1

Not enough time to walk to school






1

Cycle

Dangerous due to narrow roads, pavements and the speed of cars


2

My child has not done the cycle proficiency test





1

Too far to cycle









1

Weather conditions and time







1

Horse

Not enough time and hard to carry bags






1

4. If your child walks to school are there any concerns about the school journey ? Could any improvements be made ?

Nettles could be cut down regularly on the footpath/ cut through


3

More effort from residents to clear up dogs
mess




3

Provide speed bumps and a speed limit of 20mph in main road


2

For the main road to be safer, traffic goes faster than 30 mph



2

Need a lollipop lady









1

No path in some places 








1

Not a large number crossing from Coles Lane, but there is speeding traffic

1

Narrow pavements and the speed of cars





1

Crossing Thornford road need a lollipop person





1

It is too dangerous to walk to school






1

5. If your child cycles to school, are there any concerns about the school journey ? Could any improvements be made ?

Could cycle but cars race down Thornford Road and the road to Chetnole

1

Occasionally cycle, but roads narrow and winding




1

Narrow pavements and speed of cars






1

General traffic conditions








1 

Very busy with cars, congestion at shop corner





1

6. Are there any places where it is difficult to cross the road or difficult to walk on the school journey ?

Traffic is too fast down main road (Thornford Road, High Street and to 

Chetnole)










4

No











3

Unsafe to walk children along Thornford Road, it is narrow, has no lighting and

Large lorries use the road








2

Crossing High Street by shop into Church Street 




2

Crossing Thornford Road at the entrance near Stoneyacres/Coles Lane

2

Yes











2

Crossing Queen Street to the other side, adjacent to White Hart 


1

It is not safe to let children cross Thornford Road and Chetnole Road

1 

Can a lollipop person be provided near Stoneyacres  ?



1

There are three deadly bends and a meat packing factory on road to school
1








7. If your child is a user of a school bus, are there any concerns about the school journey ?  Could any improvements be made ?

It is a good bus service








3

Too early a pick up in the morning (7.55am)





2

Yes dependent on after school activities






1

The driver should wait until the children are seated before driving off

1

Very driver dependent, current driver excellent, last driver usually


ten or fifteen minutes late








1

Bus old and has no heater








1

Bus travels too fast sometimes







1

Current driver fantastic








1

No











1

My child would be alone on the bus with the bus driver



1

Unfortunate history with first bus use attempt





1

Concerns on health for one particular driver





1

Have seat belts that work








1

8. If your child is a user of a public bus, are there any concerns about the school journey? Could any improvements be made ?

No response












9. If your child travels to school by car do you have any concerns about the school journey ?

No/None










12

Flooding at the bridge








2

Difficult parking at school at the end of the day





1

Just the volume of cars at school and selfish parking




1

10. If your child travels to school by car, what would enable or encourage your child to walk, cycle or use a bus on your journey to school ?

Live too far away to walk or cycle







5

Will use the bus when child a bit older






3

Good weather









3

Passing the cycle proficiency test







2

Too young to cycle / walk








2

Have another child at pre-school so have to drive anyway



1

Daughter would have to get off the school bus half a mile away and at 4.45pm
1

Major road widening on Leigh Road and Brister End




1

The weather and time








1

General park and stride scheme







1

Live out of catchment so no bus route






1

A bus service from Sherborne







1

Live too close to go by bus








1

Earlier school opening time, or later work start time




1

Less mud on footpath








1

If we did not have to pay for the school bus





1

Volunteer parent walkers








1

They were able to walk on their own to school





1

11. Do you have any suggestions that might help reduce parent car parking around the school at school opening and closing times ?

More Car sharing









4

More people who live locally could walk more often




3

No











3

Staggered pick up and drop off times relating to age of pupils



3

Do not bring horse boxes to school






2

Close school car park to parents’ cars






2

Parents should only be allowed to park in the left side area until

The buses have left









1

Stagger class finish times








1

Ask local residents for locations to park and walk 




1

Make a new entrance to Thornford Road for buses and cars, parents

Could park on main road instead







1

Parents should not park on the roundabout or double park



1

Children leaving the classrooms on time






1

It works quite well as it is








1

Provide a waiting area for parents that is undercover




1

Free school bus









1

12. Can you identify any local areas near the school that could be used for parents to ‘park and stride’ with their children ?

No











8

Boyles School
/ land adjacent to Boyles School(could walk down path)


7

The old school car park








1

Playground or allotment area








1

High Street










1

Electricity board grounds next door







1

Land at the top of the path by Plausible Publishing





1

13. If you are a driving parent and an area for ‘park and stride’ was found near the school would you use this facility ?

Yes











10

Would depend on how far away







5

 No











3

Yes if practical









2

Maybe/ probably









2 

Yes dependent on after school activities






1

14. Any other comments about the school journey ?

A question should be asked how far does your child have to travel to school

1

More parents who live in the village should let their children walk to school

1

Horse boxes should not be parked in school grounds





1

Once a week the re-cycling lorry completely blocks Thornford Road


1

It is no more chaotic than other school car parks





1

As we work in Yeovil it is difficult to get our child to school later than 8.25am

1

School car park can be chaotic, most parents are understanding



1

Would like my child to use a free school bus






1

The meat factory has recently expanded and there is a constant flow

Of heavy lorries









1


St Andrew’s Newsletter - 9th January 2006 extract
Dear Parents, Happy New Year. 

Questionnaires 
Thank you very much for your excellent response to the parent travel questionnaire. This information has been sent off to the local authority travel team who will be helping us to draw up a School 'travel plan'. 

During the next few weeks we will be giving all the children an opportunity to air their thoughts about the school, and would like to offer all parents the same opportunity. 
To this end at our Spring Term Parents' Evenings you will be able to collect and complete a short booklet which focuses on the work of the school and your thoughts and ideas. We will use all information to ensure that St Andrew's continues to serve the needs of its learners to the very best of our combined abilities. 

St Andrew’s Newsletter 7th December 2005 extract
Dear Parents, 

Travel Plan 
The school is currently seeking to draw up a school travel plan with the support of the Parish Council and Dorset Road Safety Team. The staff and children are being surveyed about their 'travel to school' details, and I attach a Parent Travel Questionnaire for your information and completion. 
Your comments will be invaluable in the formulation of the School Plan. 
Car Parking in the School Grounds
There is a growing concern on the part of school staff and many parents that an increasing number of parents are parking on the hatched areas when coming to school in the morning. 
This not only causes congestion and difficulty for other vehicles, particularly buses, but more importantly, creates a potential hazard for the large number of children entering school at this time. 
Please ensure that you avoid leaving your car on these areas at any time. 


Arrival at School

As you will know, the school ensures that a member of staff is on duty from 8.15a.m. to welcome those arriving from this time by bus. For those walking, cycling or arriving by car it has been expected that the earliest arrival will be 8.30a.m. 
A number of parents have spoken to me directly about leaving their children before 8.30a.m. due to work commitments or for a special reason. I have always been happy to respond positively to these requests on an individual basis and ask that you do this as a matter of course. 
However, dropping off at school prior to 8.15a.m., is not acceptable practice and may place the child in danger due to the absence of supervision. 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 




















17
1

