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Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a foundation subject, but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’
St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School is a Voluntary Controlled school and is, therefore, fulfilling the requirements of its founding trust deed by ensuring that the Christian ethos of teaching and learning permeates all that happens at the School. 

We deliver R.E. in line with the Locally Agreed Syllabus RE Search and aim to teach the children that Religious Education is about the distinctive ways in which human beings express their understanding and experiences of life, their understanding of death and the nature of the divine spirit. Within that primary aim we endeavour to teach children about Christianity and other world faiths represented in our communities.

Children are encouraged to reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We will help children to learn from religions as well as about religions.

In Religious Education at St Andrew’s School, therefore, we aim that pupils might:-

· Develop a knowledge and understanding of Christianity and its impact on our local community, and on our society today

· Develop a knowledge and understanding of some of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain today

· Develop a sense of respect for religious traditions, beliefs and practice.

· Grow in their spiritual development

· Develop a sense of awe and wonder and mystery

· Develop skills and attitudes which will support their personal, moral, social and cultural development (See locally agreed for specific skills and attitudes) 

· Explore some questions of meaning and consider how the world’s religions have responded to them.

· Think about their own beliefs and values in the light of the beliefs of others, both religious and non-religious, and the values of the school community.

The legal position of religious education

The Education Act 1996 underpins the rationale for compulsorily teaching Religious Education in our School. At St Andrew’s we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents, of course, have the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds of conscience. We would ask any parent considering this to contact the head teacher to discuss any concerns or anxieties about the policy, provision and practice of religious education at our school.

The same right is also given to staff members.

The Religious Education curriculum forms a significant part of our school’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural teaching whilst also supporting the promotion of good citizenship.

Approaches to the teaching of R.E.
In order to make religious education a lively, active subject we employ a variety of teaching methods including art, music, discussion, the development of thinking skills, drama, the use of artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of periods of stillness and reflection.

Where possible we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local faith communities through visits to local places of worship or visit from members of local faith communities.

Religious Education at St Andrew’s School.

We operate a rolling programme of discrete units at each key stage and believe that it is important to recognise the contribution of R.E. to the teaching in other curriculum areas. Religious Education in the Foundation Stage supports the development of knowledge and understanding of the young child’s world and also is a key feature of their Personal and Social and Emotional education.

5% of available teaching time will be given over to the teaching of R.E. We use as a basis for our planning the (Dorset Scheme of Work R.E.ADY to GO Further).  As a source of ideas and teaching strategies we also make use of a range of other materials including multi media resource.
In accordance with the structure of the locally agreed syllabus and in consultation with other schools in Sherborne pyramid and within Dorset we have agreed that

At KS 1 pupils study Christianity and Judaism.

At KS 2 pupils study Christianity and Islam and Hinduism.

Assessment and monitoring of R.E. 

In line with the school policy on assessment and monitoring:

It is expected that each teacher will be responsible for the regular assessment of his or her pupils through marking work set. Each teacher will be responsible for reporting to parents at the end of the year in relation to both Attainment Targets. This will take the form of a written description of their capability using the level descriptors but without the inclusion of a specific level of attainment. However, at the end of Foundation Stage (using the ELG) and at the end of KS1 and KS2 a single specific level of attainment will be also reported as a Teacher Assessment. The level achieved will be used by the co-ordinator to track pupil progress through the school and will be used by the class teacher to ensure that each pupil is set work that is appropriately challenging. 

The co-ordinator (Head teacher) will monitor R.E. within the school through analysis of this assessment data and by way of classroom observation.

Date of policy review: Autumn 2010



Living, learning and longing, within our Christian school, to make a better world.








1

