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PTA Meeting 14-January-2011
Present: Anna Matthews, Paul Miller, Anna Taylor, Hannah Wilson, Will Henry, Sharon Murphy, Maxine Balch, Becki Cooke (correction)
Apologies: Ali Sparks, Jess Crocker, Bev Taylor-Wade 
Previous minutes signed and agreed.
Chairmans Report

All covered in agenda items.

Treasurers Report 

Report not available. 
Approximate figures: 
Christmas Fayre and Shows profit 
£1200. 
Balance 



£4800.
Christmas Fayre Review.
Was held a week later than expected after the school closed due to snowy weather.

General comments after the event were all positive and included that it was a well organised and enjoyable Fayre which benefited greatly from being more spread out. 

Time slot of 5-7pm seemed popular. Discussed whether should hold the Fayre earlier in November (Winter Fayre) but majority preferred keeping it as a Christmas Fayre aiming for last weekend of November or first of December. 
Staff support was very good and plan to get some staffroom treats to say thankyou.

Discussed whether it was worth introducing an entry fee but majority felt that it was better to keep it as a ‘free’ event so as not to put people off, once they are in they will spend.

Setting the choir outside was very successful and the children put on a lovely performance next to the Christmas tree (which we all liked). Would be a good idea to close the gate to stop other children getting in the way during the performance. Nice that the parent were able to join in.
Hot chocolate and soup stall was also outside. Sold out of soup. Area got cut off when the choir performed so need to keep an access open.
The Grotto looked lovely outside. Father Christmas liked it very much and said it was a very comfortable chair.  

Mulled wine was served in small plastic cups for £1. 15 bottles of Asda finest was bought and sold out at the end of the event.

Hot dogs sold well but the oven was slow and could not keep up with demand (lost 15mins of sales). Suggest pre-cooking more next time. Catered for 250 and had some left at the end. Sausages had been previously frozen (due to delay in event) and were sold off at the end for people to cook at home.
The Gadget Shop stuff was really good. Need a better location next time, (in the main hall?) and maybe build some of the items to display on the table. Some items left for next event.

Raffle tickets sold really well on the night. Was nice to have Mr. Miller and Mrs. Pitcher on the door, selling tickets and welcoming the crowds. The Post Office sold some tickets but other local outlets not so successful.

Children liked the separate raffle just for them.

Tombola’s always a winner. Childrens prizes ran out but some prizes for the grown ups left over.

Guess the Number of Sweets and Name the Teddy are good fun and easy to do leading up to the event. Tracey from the Post Office has donated a teddy for the next Fayre.
Make and Do table worked well and the results were ‘nice’ things for the children to take home and put on the tree. Pricing of 50p and £1 was good. 
Everyone loved the class crafts. As soon as a date is decided for the next Christmas Fayre (ahhh…) must let Bella know so there is plenty of time to prepare a new batch. 

Pre-school had a stall with face painting which we believe was popular.

Gallimore cupcakes and Occasions florists sold well. Do not have comments from other stall holders.
Ideas for next time include offering stalls to local groups, for example Lower Covey, Scouts and inviting clubs in to perform like the Yertminster Irish Dancers (might be better for a summer event). Could put a poster in the Fish and Chip van to help promote the event outside Yetminster.

Forthcoming Events
   Valentines Disco – Friday 11th February 6-7.30pm

   Quiz Night – Friday 11th March 7.30pm
Teams of 6 at £6 per head.

Plan to set up a score board, Anna Taylor will be keeping score.

Plan to introduce a joker round where you can double your points.

Need to find a compere though Becki can stand in if required.

Need to get trophy from last year’s winners, Mrs. Halfords team.

   Easter Eggstravaganza

Struggling to find a good date so may not be an Easter event. Checking Sunday 10th April and Sunday 22nd May. Could include a Duck Race. All to be confirmed.
Requests for Money

Touch typing software will cost in the order of £350 for 99 users. Touch typing is currently not part of the curriculum and therefore cannot be taught is school time. Could be set up as an after school club. Will Henry has asked if we could have teacher support but had no reply yet. Anna Matthews will include a request for help in her Newsletter. A suitable candidate should be pc literate but not necessarily good at typing and have some teaching skills.
 Club would preferably be held Mon, Tues or Thurs 3.30-4.15pm.

Mrs. Halford has requested £1000 for Science Day which will be a special day for the whole school dedicated to science activities part funded by an external group. PTA money would reduce charges to parents to £3.50 per family. KS1 children are booked to go to the Magdelen Project and KS2 to At-Bristol (one of the UK’s biggest and most exciting interactive science centres(from their website)). It was felt that the younger children have been to the Magdelen Project too many times, some children have been 3 times already. Mr. Miller will look into alternatives. Final amount to be provided by the PTA to be confirmed and will be at least £500.

Anna Matthews would like a donation of £100 to be made to each class, including pre-school. How best to do this to be confirmed.

The school has requested the purchase of 15 French dictionaries at £6 each, total £90.

Feedback from the parents questionnaire included improving communication between parents and school. Mr. Miller has investigated setting up a txt link at a cost of £300. The school then has to buy blocks of txts which can be sent out to remind parents of events and to let them know of unplanned school closures.

Discussion at the meeting led to a suggestion of funding a whole school trip to the panto at the Octagon.

Allocate Actions

Anna Taylor to do a cake (treat) or a fruit basket (healthy option) for the staffroom as thanks for support at Christmas Fayre.
Maxine to see if Jon Taylor-Wade is able to do the Valentines Disco.
Maxine to see if we can borrow Thornfords Disco lights or hire from Resource Centre.

Anna Taylor to check if she has lights we can use at the disco.

Maxine to ask if Puddings and Pies can provide ♥ biscuits for the disco.
Anna Taylor to provide quiz questions.

Sharon Murphy and Anna Taylor to help prepare food for the quiz night.

Outstanding Actions
Jess and Hannah to ask Julian Bennett if he could make a tombola drum. Hannah can provide wood. Not discussed.
Promote local information page on the web site in next PTA communication. Not discussed
Sharon Murphy to donate a catalogue with different playground surface available. Not discussed
There is a new Home & School Agreement questionnaire on the web site. This should be highlighted in the next PTA communication. Not discussed

Date of next meeting: Tues 1st February 2011 at 8pm. White Hart.
Maxine Balch (15/01/11)

PTA Secretary

