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1. Rationale

St. Andrew’s School has a long tradition of foreign language learning based on our belief that the learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for our pupils.  We know that it helps them to develop communication skills including key skills of speaking and listening and extends their knowledge of how language works.  Learning another language gives our pupils a new perspective on the world, encouraging them to reflect on their own cultures and the cultures of others.

We believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster that language is acquired.  If children are introduced to language learning at a young age, they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud.  It is widely believed that the early acquisition of language facilitates the learning of other foreign languages later in life.

Most importantly, we believe that early language learning should be exciting, active and fun, allowing children of all cultures and abilities to participate and achieve.

2. Aims and objectives

The aims of Primary Language teaching at St. Andrew’s School are to:

· foster an interest in language learning by introducing children to other languages in an enjoyable and accessible way,

· stimulate children’s curiosity about language and encourage creativity in experimenting with it,

· make children aware that language has structure and that the structure differs from one language to another,

· develop speaking and listening skills,

· develop an awareness and understanding of cultural similarities and differences,

· facilitate community cohesion, enhancing the children’s understanding of their place within a global community,

· lay the foundations for future language learning and prepare children for the transition to secondary language learning.

3. Organisation of Provision

Year 5 and 6 pupils have been learning French as part of their curriculum provision for several years with a native French speaker or a language specialist. Now in accordance with the Government’s National Languages Strategy and Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Framework, all KS2 pupils receive weekly French lessons delivered by a language specialist.  Lessons are 45 minutes to 1 hour long and teachers are provided with weekly lesson plans so that they can consolidate language learning throughout the week at their discretion.

4. Schemes of Work

Language learning at St. Andrew’s is based upon the five strands outlined in the Primary Language Framework.  These are:

· oracy

· literacy

· intercultural understanding

· knowledge about language

· language learning strategies

For year 3, 4 and 5 pupils we primarily use the Catherine Cheater scheme of work as endorsed by the Dorset Language Team.  For year 6 pupils we use material from other schemes such as “Petit Pont” and LCP.  All schemes are supplemented by other resources at the teacher’s discretion to provide a rich and varied French curriculum.

5. Cross-curricular Links

As part of the French curriculum, teachers are able to reinforce the knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other curriculum areas.  These opportunities are exploited in French lessons through:

· Literacy: speaking and listening, knowledge and understanding of grammatical structures and sentence construction,

· Numeracy; counting, calculations, money, the time, the date,

· Music: learning traditional and modern French songs and listening to classical French music,

· PSHE: looking at French culture and celebrating French festivals to develop a multi-cultural awareness,

· ICT: using a range of language learning programs and different media such as video clips, audio CD’s, using email to communicate with a French school; using the Internet for research or for cultural/geographical work using web-cams around France,

· Geography: learning about the physical and man-made geography of France,

· History: learning about key aspects of French history, particularly through French festivals and celebrations,

· Art: studying artwork by French artists and the historical background behind famous French paintings.

6. Teaching and Learning

At St. Andrew’s school a variety of language teaching methods are used to include and involve all pupils.  A central component of every lesson is oracy and all lessons are structured around developing the children’s confidence to communicate verbally in French.  Pupils are gradually introduced to reading and writing in French once they have developed confidence in the language.  In all lessons, vocabulary is revisited and “recycled” and new vocabulary introduced.  Lessons are active and interactive and include action songs, rhymes, stories and games.  For the older children, lessons also include role-plays, simple reading exercises, listening comprehensions’ and some sentence building work.  The over-arching aim of every lesson is to encourage every pupil to actively engage in the language-learning process.

7. Inclusion

The provision of MFL at St. Andrew’s School is inclusive, in line with the Primary Languages Framework and aims to provide equal opportunities for all children.  In Planning to meet the needs of all pupils, the Framework objectives are adapted to support the learning of individual pupils as necessary.  Children for whom English is a second or additional language contribute to the intercultural understanding of their fellow pupils and are encouraged to take pride in, share and develop their existing language skills.

8. Community and Global Links

St. Andrew’s has developed links with L’Ecole St Paul in Granville, Normandy.  Year 6 pupils communicate with their French ‘penpals’ by letter or email.  Our pupils are encouraged to find out about French culture through their communications and to describe and explain aspects of British culture to the French pupils.  Corresponding with French children encompasses a range of cross curricular skills including literacy through letter writing, citizenship, and geography.  Additional language learning opportunities are provided by a local La Jolie Ronde teacher who runs after school French clubs for Key stage 1 and 2, and a member of staff runs a popular French lunchtime club.

9. Resources

Resources supporting language teaching are stored in a designated cupboard outside Ash class.  These include a range of story books which link with the Catherine Cheater scheme, worksheets and activity sheets relating to different topics, audio CD’S, DVD’s, flashcards and dictionaries.  French music and animated songs are accessible on the school’s system and there are a range of programs (Petit Pont, Espresso) available on the system, located in the French curriculum folder.  A number of excellent websites are also bookmarked as Favourites.

10. Assessment

We primarily assess the children on an informal and ongoing basis, through observing and questioning.  We are also introducing a child-led form of assessment in the form of individual language portfolios in which children are encouraged to reflect on their progress and attitudes to language learning.  The portfolios are designed to record each child’s achievement as they progress through Key Stage 2 and will ultimately be forwarded to the relevant secondary schools as part of the transition process.

11. Monitoring and Support

MFL comes under the Language and Literacy umbrella and is monitored by the literacy coordinator with the support of the language specialist.

The delivery of French will be reviewed on a regular basis by the Head Teacher, Language and Literacy subject leader and the Governing Body.

12. Transition to Secondary School

Year 6 pupils at St Andrew’s take part in an exciting transition project in the summer term, along with Year 6 pupils from other Sherborne schools.  The project culminates in the children producing a class book based on a French Picture book which is then forwarded to the Gryphon School and shared with Year 7 pupils at the start of the year.

