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Arts Mark Gold Award


We are thrilled to announce that after many months of hard work and our continuing commitment to the teaching of the arts, we have upgraded our Silver award and achieved Arts Mark Gold status in June 2010, one of 871 new schools in the UK to have received the award this year.





The press release is as follows.� 


St Andrew’s Primary C.E. Primary School, Yetminster has been awarded Gold Artsmark





Arts Council England has awarded a Gold Artsmark to St Andrew’s Primary C.E. Primary 


School, Yetminster in recognition of the school’s commitment to, and excellence in, arts 


education; nearly 20% of our day is spent using the arts to enhance and enrich our children’s learning. 


 


Stephen Williams, Head teacher of St Andrew’s Primary C.E. Primary School, Yetminster, said:� 


 


“I’m delighted that the Arts Council has recognised St Andrew’s dynamic and outstanding arts education programme in Art, Music, Drama and Dance. Our children enjoy and excel in these subjects and all have the opportunity to participate, exhibit and perform, often sowing the seeds of a lifelong passion. We find the arts stimulate creativity and imagination in our children by providing visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to our world. �


Living on the in rural Dorset is an inspiring environment; we have been able to use it as an outdoor classroom. St Andrew’s children have taken part in a melange of arts activities ranging from shadow puppet theatre with Don Newton from Rough Magic and weaving days with local artist Daisy Bewes. They excel in recorder and singing workshops and our children really enjoyed working with Christine Paige for African singing, dancing the welly boot dance with Lynne Payne and creating a glass and ceramic mosaic during African Arts Week sponsored by local solicitors Porter and Dodson. We are also very fortunate to have very talented and creative arts teachers on our staff which both enhances and enriches our children’s learning and experience of school life.





“Wider opportunities” in Dorset at St Andrew’s has allowed for classes to learn a new instrument; currently our year 4 children are learning the cornet and in the past we had whole class djembe drumming. We are famous for or summer and Christmas productions in which all children are involved and they are shared with family and friends. We also participate in numerous arts activities in the community: singing at the Vicarage Care Home in Leigh and in concerts organised by the Lions. 





We have incorporated the digital arts across our curriculum one example being stop frame animation and have even had films showcased in Blu Tacks “Make our next  advert” competition. Working towards our Silver Eco-School Award we have been l developing our Eco Art by creating our Eco code in a hexagonal ceramic mosaic that every child has produced. Dance is an area which we are eager to expand.  


�Arts mark is more than simply a mark of distinction to us; taking part in the scheme has enabled us to develop our arts provision, and see the children who take part become more self confident, engaged and excited about learning. Understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the arts has the power to enrich our children’s lives. I’d like to thank all our staff for their hard work and commitment in achieving this award.”


Alan Davey, Chief Executive, Arts Council England, said:


“Arts Council England believes that the earlier children are creatively inspired, the more likely they are to have a lifelong engagement with art – something that can transform lives and give young people a voice for their thoughts and feelings.”





“Artsmark - now nationally recognised as a prestigious and coveted award - sets the standard for an outstanding arts provision in schools and it’s great to see so many new schools attaining the Artsmark award this year.  This Artsmark Gold award recognises St Andrew’s C.E Primary School’s commitment to providing exciting art experiences and their belief in the power of creativity”





Contact:


Bella Neate-Clegg


Arts Coordinatot


St Andrew’s Primary School


(01935) 872430


bella@yetminster.dorset.sch.uk
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