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St Andrew’s  CE VC Primary School


ARTS POLICY 2009 - 2010
1. The Nature of The Arts 

 The Arts give pupils opportunities to explore their feelings, increase their knowledge and develop their skills and aspirations. The arts are intrinsic components of human culture, heritage and creativity. We consider that enjoyment of the arts should be paramount.
We believe that everyone is creative and that the arts are central to a successful learning environment. 
As teachers we must recognise and nurture potential within individuals, groups, classes and communities. 


2. Aims and Principles in The Arts

Arts teaching and learning within our school aims:

· To encourage enjoyment of the arts through imaginative and enthusiastic teaching and provision

· To provide equality of opportunity: all pupils are entitled to a range of high quality arts experiences, whatever their background and ability. 

· To raise the skills levels of pupils through participation in arts activities.

· To provide a strategic, coordinated and forward-thinking approach to arts education, including arts partnerships, which meet the needs of the school.

· To ensure that we make the best use of our available resources, both inside and outside school.

· To extend the opportunities offered to our pupils by making links with the local and wider community, which strengthen and broaden arts provision in school.

· To enhance children’s other learning experiences by utilising cross curricular links 

 
3. Overall Learning Objectives in The Arts

The arts subjects are given a high priority at our school and children in both key stages experience a wide range of arts opportunities. At least 19% of lesson time in each key stage is devoted to the arts (individually, the arts consists of art and design, music, dance and drama). 

Arts activities could include any of the following:
· poetry
· scriptwriting
· music
· dance
· drama
· storytelling
· drawing 
· painting
· sculpture
· textiles
· printmaking
· architecture
· photography
· film
· video
· digital arts
· recorded music 
· live/performance art.
 

Art and Design
Art and design is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of the subject are set out in "Art in the National Curriculum", where they are categorised into, 'Investigating and making' and 'Knowledge and understanding'.  In the foundation stage art and design comes under creative development.

Drama
We recognise the important role drama has to play in the context of English within the National Curriculum and foundation stage, and aim to develop it, not only to promote standards within English, but also to encourage personal and social development. The use of drama as a precursor to a written activity unfailingly helps children to raise the standard of written work.

Music
Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. It is covered during creative development in the foundation stage. The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of the subject are set out in "Music in the National Curriculum" where they are categorised into two programmes of study, 'Performing and composing' and 'Listening and appraising'. Most of key stage 2 music is taught by a specialist teacher. 

Dance 
Dance is an art form concerned with developing control, co-ordination and versatility in the use of the body. It helps to maintain flexibility, develop strength and aesthetic awareness and the appreciation of beauty and quality in movement. 
Composition, performance and appreciation are the three components of dance. All are inter-related and will usually be taught together. 

We identify four main ways in which pupils experience the arts. These are:
- through classroom teaching (National Curriculum + foundation stage) in the arts
- from experiences linked to the creative cross-curriculum

- from extra-curricular clubs
- through pupils' own interests, including activities which are part of study support.

The inter-relationship of these four different areas of experience is important in the development of the child's arts education. Teachers should aim for each child to receive a balanced arts education with experiences drawn from each of the four areas above.


4. Teaching and Learning Strategies in The Arts

At our school, we believe that our greatest resource is our teachers and teaching assistants.
Wherever possible, we make use of the expertise of our teachers to provide our pupils with the highest standards of teaching and learning.
The ever-widening range of art forms taught in schools requires teachers to continually work at broadening their own knowledge, skills and understanding, especially of other cultures, and to be aware of changing trends. In addition, teachers need on-going opportunities to refresh their own creativity. All teachers are therefore encouraged to attend professional development courses in order to keep up to date with skills and knowledge in the arts and changes in the delivery of the arts curriculum.

All our staff embrace the APP success criteria using “We are learning to” and child led Top Tips boards so that there is a clear focus to each lesson. 


5. Provision for Equal Opportunities in The Arts

We believe that all children, irrespective of physical ability, race, gender, creed or stage of achievement have the right to reach their full potential in the arts and achieve enjoyment, satisfaction and success at their own level. All children in years 3 and 4 learn the recorder, and children in year 4 are all currently learning the cornet.

We offer support using teaching assistants for our children with special needs which include extra curricular clubs. Children who are gifted and talented in the arts are identified by class or specialist teachers and extension activities made available. In addition participation in arts extra-curricular clubs is encouraged to enhance their enjoyment and learning.
6. Role of the Arts group


It is the role of the arts coordinator:
·  To monitor the teaching of the arts and to identify strengths and weaknesses in his or her subject in order to raise standards.
· To improve the quality of teaching by planning training and providing support to address areas for development, e.g. aiding staff development through the organisation of Inset.
· To be familiar with the legal requirements for the arts in schools, to keep staff informed of these and to ensure as far as possible that they are being met.
· To liaise with other schools, members of the community, arts practitioners and arts organisations where appropriate.
·  To assist in implementing units of work and lesson plans if requested and to monitor the quality of the delivery of the curriculum in his or her subject area.
· To ensure that teachers have access to the resources needed to support the units of work.
· To coordinate extra-curricular activities where these are offered.
· Keep up-to-date with developments in arts education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.
7. Progression and continuity 

Our schemes of work for art and design, music and dance outline the knowledge and skills to be developed in each year group and ensure that each year group's units build on knowledge acquired during previous years. The schemes are specifically designed to ensure that, throughout the key stages and foundation stage, the children receive a broad and
balanced arts curriculum. Activities for drama are largely related to literacy objectives found in the National Literacy Strategy document.

Progression is also evident to parents through termly showing assemblies, performances and school productions. Children’s work is also displayed throughout the school and on our website.




8. Assessment

At our school, we believe that it is crucial to monitor each child's progress in each aspect of the arts and as such, formative assessment is used to determine what each child has learned and what therefore should be the next stage in their learning. 

Suitable tasks for assessment include:
· practical tasks directly observed by the teacher.
· small group discussions related to a practical task
· specific assignments for individual pupils (these may include more challenging activities to extend able pupils)

. self assessment by children 
Records of progress are kept for each child that contain an ongoing record of progress. Reporting to parents is done on a termly basis through interviews and annually through a written report. 

Feedback to pupils about their own progress in the arts:
· aims to help children learn by being positive and constructive 
· is always done while a task is being carried out through discussion between child and teacher.

 
 9.The learning environment  

Our school provides a number of facilities for the teaching of the arts. We have a wide variety of art materials for working in a range of media. New concepts and artforms aqre shared with explored and shared with all staff.
Teachers have access to a range of musical instruments which can be utilised whenever required. We have a dedicated music room, timetabled for each class.  Dance is taught in the school hall. In addition extracurricular lessons are feely available to all children.



10. Budget and resources

It is the role of the arts coordinators to organise arts resources in the school so that they are accessible. Staff should be made aware of what is available. It is also the role of the arts coordinators to draw up a budget and to provide, in consultation with the staff of the school, new resources
to enable teachers to deliver the arts subjects effectively.

Our PTA sponsor the use of our local Scraptore which not only facilitates the use recycling materials but also helps in aim to become an Eco School.




Bella Neate-Clegg Arts Coordinator March 2010
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